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Korea’s New Emperor: How He Looks, Acts and Lives:

THE NEW EMPRESS OF KOREA.

Bhe vwas only fificen when marrled,
but hns developed into o flne lookiong
wonin, .

BY FRANK G, CA.I'(E'E:\'TER.
Beoul, 1909,

I have just returned from an audi-
ence  with Hlss Imperial Mnjesty, YI
Chok, the Emperor of Korea. It was
held in the East Palace, one of the four
great eatablishments which His Ma-
jesty owne fn and about Seoul, and as
wo talked I could hear the hammers
of the carpenters who are bullding a
great audience hall nearby for the ra-
ceptlons of the future. My meeting
with the Emperor had been arranged
by Viscount Hone, the acting Japanese
resident-general; at the suggestion of
P'rince Ito, of whom I had requested
an audience when I mel him at his
ville near Tokio some months ago. The
Emperor of Korca Is now under the
absolute control of the Japanese: gov-
ernment. Prince Ito Is hls adviser, and
the country |5 ruled by Japan, with His
Majesty as the nominal head.  In other
letters I shall show whather this (s
for the good or {1l of Korea, To-day I
write of His Majesty alone and of the
royal family te which he belongs.

A Blue Hlooded Monnarch,

1¢ biue bhlood means anything YI
Chok ought to he ooe of Lthe Elrongest
monarche on earth ~There {s Do doubt
but that He fs the weakest Neverthe-
legs, Wiz velns pre streaked with a
cerulean fluld which began its royal
flow 100 years hefore Columbus dis-
covered  America. Many generations
before Shakespeare was horn, 100 years
befors the first Bible was printed and
200 years befors Luther stirred up Ger-
many with his preaching, the ancestors
of this young man sat upon the jm-
perial throne and governed their mll-
1ione of cream-faced, almond-eyed sub-
jects. Y1 Chok Is the thirty-first ruler
of the present dynasty, which began
to relgn In 1302, His father was YI
Hung, the man whom [the Japanese
farcerd to.ahdicate in July, 1807, and his
mother was the famous Queen whom
lhe Japanese assas®inated shortly af-
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ter the close of their war with China.

The King and Queen wera msome-
what related to each other, and Yi
Chok s the offspring of the Intermar-
rlages of many cousing durlng thesa
past generations He came Into llte
a weakling, mentally and physically.
One of our early ministers to Korea,
writlng to our State Department con-
cerning his audiences with this man's
father, mentions in a fooinote having
geen the crown prince. When the state
paper was printed a footnate, whiclh
was Intended only for the secretary's | has
ave, wae added to the bottom of thelamong
message, Il #tated that the crown He has
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rrince was weak mentally, and that fn
the opinion of the minister thls was
an evidence of the evll effects of tha
intermarriage of near relatives.

His Majesty's father has never baen
of charactar,: and

inherited nothing
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Biand describe how he looks
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baby, although, 1t 1s sald, his mind has
brightened” slnge ‘he was chosen Em-
peror, mow. only A 1little more than a
Year ago.s ‘He {8 a man of ng educa-
tion' to speak of, and hls life in the
palace, where he has been surrounded
by ‘euntchis gnd the vicious servants
of a depraved|court. has not peen con-
duclve to mentnl growth. His first wifta
was but twelve years of age when sha
marrled him, and the presept Empress
{sionly a few years older. At the time
of ‘his last marriaga he was. crown
prince, and when -a wife was sought
for him, according to custom, a no-
tice was sent out to all the nobllity ot
tiie emplig that they must suspend glv-
ing. thelr daughters in marriage until
the' Emperor's son had selected a wife.
Coupled with | thls was an order for
nll who had ellglble daughters to send
in applications, describing the maldena
and showing what they had to offer
At first' only fifteen of the mnoble
families responded, and this; I am
told, was on account of the weak mind
¢f tha crown prince and his apparent
unfitness tp manage a household, Then
the government officlals sent out a sec-
jond order, urging mora applications.
in reply to this, Afty were sent In,
and from thesa the old Emperor picked
out thirty. The girls represented by
them were directad to come to the pal-
ace, and In dus time they appeared
In great state. Each ‘Wwas borne In a
gorgeous closed chalr, conslsting of a
box, about three feet sguire and not
more than that high, In which the
malden sat cross-legged on the floorn,
These hoxes wore earrled by servants
(it llvery, The man servants of each
girl went in front angd her slave girls
: hehind.
I:m\i\?l‘:\n:'i:1 the processlon arriyed at the
palace the thirty maldens wera. care-
fully looked over by the Emperor, wlio
has since been deposed, ana the poor-
l est ones to the number of fifteen wera
weoeded out and sent home, A day or
g0 later another Inspection was. made
and the marriageable ladies reduced to
seven, or elght. Arftar this there was a
third examination, and a young glvl of
about thirteen or‘so, belonging to the
nonle Yun family, was chosen. Con-
trary to the usual custom In Iorea,
which provides tTat the groom has
nothing: to do with the selection of
X wife, the erow t. prince  himselt
made the final  decigjon, The girl
pleked out was' the "youngest of the
whole thinty., She was small fopr lier
age, and when the erown prince polnt-
ed wor out as hisg chutcl} hig Tather
sald:s  “You had | better talke one of
tho others, That girl s too small
"Oh, as to thati™ was the reply of
His Majesty, she will grow.”  He in-
Slated upou her at tho second selectlon,
and also ot tha third, and finally got
her,  Hea was right as to) the growing,

§ [Ehe 15 aauch! largar now! and has da-
d [volaped Into a fine-lopking IKoraan wo-

man, She ls very bright, and the Japa-

§inese are giving her an edueution which

EIE in advance of that of any ISorean
Queen of the past.  Bha I8 studying

{:Jupanesa under tha wifas of tha vioe-
fimitiatar of the hauzahnld depnrtmont,

I ain told that the Fmperpr lKes her

much and that tho two llve together

Before I go further, let me toll you
labout my pudiénce with i Majeaty
Tha thmo

{in the muorning and Liwas Instructesd
In full evening drasas,
understond that I must go in atate, and
our  consul-general kindly gove nma
hiz chalr and the afficial beavars of
|nur govarnment, T'started at 10 o'clock

{ |in the mornlng and (n'the hright sun-

shine rodes through Beoul In tall sillk
hat, ‘swgllowtall coaty white ‘necktle
and’ the other appurtenances which
Ywva at homao wear only dfter & o'clock

filn the avening;

T had to stoon low to get my tall
hat into the chair, and ducked when

[the pearers -ralged me to thelr ghoulds
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He wan clnd in 1he uniform of n Korean
" genernt,

dry goods box, or ahoul Iour fest
cubed, and {t was about the guma shape,

It was open at the front, and the up-
per part of it was walled with glass;
g0 that I could look out as I 'rdde,:

The chalr was upholstered In. lilac
satin, and had a red flannel cushlon,
It wae slung between two black polas
dbout sixteen feet long, anrd At each
end of these I had twa bearera In
livery to tote me along., At my side
walked_ the keso, or guard of the
consulate, dresged In a long' blus
gown, fat drawer-like trousers tied at
the ankles, and a Mat felt hat, upon
which waz a dingy Amerlean eagle.
The bearers had-blue gowns lined with
red, and thelr white trousers completed
the colors of ‘the Amerlean flag. The
sleeves of the keso were bordered with
red, white and blue. ]

Thus earried, I went through tha
foreign section, between the high brick
walls  surrounding the  compounds,
whera the imlsslonaries, consuls and
other officinis llve, on by the palace of
the deposed Emperor, who s now a
prisoner under the guard of the Jap-
anese, and {nto the Japancse part of
the city, I passed the finance depart-
ment and finally cama to the resldence
of Viscount Sone, the acting resldent-
general and the real ruler of the
country. After a short chat with him,
it was arranged that we were to meet
within & half hour at the palace, and
my bearers. wers soon agaln on the
way., We now crossed the whole of
Sepul, golng about two mliles, from one
side to the olher. The way to the
palace led up n wide street walled with
=2gualid houses, roofed with thatch or
blacic tlles and Intersperzed hers and
there with paetty mtqres, ‘where white-
gowned, blg-hatted merchants squatted
among the goods and walted for cus-
tomers, "

The street -wns filled with the trafile
of everyday Korea, and my keso had
o go In advance to clear the way,
Bullock carla carrying great loads wer
turned aside, women with great coats
over thelr heads rushed Iimo the houses
and even the jinrikishas vesred off to
the right and to the left. We stopped
& moment hefore we reached the red
gate wlth Its doubla roof of black tllas
which ,forms the entrance to the im-
porial grounds, The soldlers there had
heen \\'é‘r‘naﬂ of our coming, and ws
s0on went in and up te the palaces
themselyes, Thesa condlst of a large
number of low bulldings. They ara of
only one story, but the floors are woil
up off -the ground, and they have
arched roofs of heavy tlles which ex-
tend far out beyond tha walls: and
make them qulte picturesque. I can-
not tell you how many bulldings there
are In this palace, but the number is
cnough, to form commodlous quarters
for His Majesty and his retlnue,
When T say that he has 2,000 servants,
and that the most of these eat and
slesp Inside the walls, you will see that
they must he extensive,

Palaces Three Hundreid Yenes Old.

The bulldlngs of to-day ara o Strange
combination of the old and the naw.
The rulers of Koren have had a palnce
on:the spot!for anore than 300 ¥ OATs
and tlhe Dbulldings have heen patched
up and remodeled from tima to time,

Just now new  structures are being
eracted, and the audience hall, in which
His Majesty will' tecaive in the future,
wlill ‘ho- far different from  that “in
which I met him to-day. The walting-
room, where 1 was' recelved b,x the
court. chamberlaing, In company ™ with
General | Okesakl, and & number of
ather Japancse officers, was evidently
the result of foreign graft, and it mado
ma think of ‘the Pennsylvania Stato
House where the Turnlture was' pald
for by the inch. Ouotwardly it ywas
Korean, ' but; the interlor was of the
cheapest forelgn style as to its decora-
tlon and furniture, It had green plng
doors such as one buys at o dollar each
at. our lumber wyards, and the door
knobs wera of the plaln white® poron-
lain wvarlety., The paper on the walls
and eelllng, did not aotually cost thoso
who furnished It ‘mare than 15 cents

n roll, and the yellow velvet carpat
on tha floor would bo high at $5 g
viurd. 1

In striking contrast with this plain-
ness: wera the aniforms of tha Korean
uMelals and Japanese generals.  All
ware of Huropean = cut,  but = thoy
gparklad with gold lace and brass but-
tong.  The master of ceromonios warg
a gold-hilted sword at his slde, aml
he had a blaek hat trimmed swilth ‘og-
trlch feathers under his arm, The Jap-
ancEe avmy officers wera elad in fina
¢lothi unifarms of a khakl colon, but all
wore decorations, according to rank and
gervics, ranglng in  size | from’ the
dlnmeter of a red eent to that ‘ot
o opint otp, Al

When the time for my audienco cama
the magter of. ceremonies took me
through a long Lall Into the audlienca
roony proper. This was I Judge, ahout
fifty foet wide mnd 100 feet long, Tho
Emperar of KWorea, several of his Cabi-
net and Viscount Sons stood at tho ops
poglto. end of thisg room foacing the
door. . The Bmperor yvas i the centre
of the party, and according to etlquetto
T marched forward ten ateps, and than
bowed, I then went on untll I reaghed

ithe enrpet when

[ Wi

3tis §lajesty, when'l J.w\_vad ?9_5'“_1.“'---_?9.&“, .t.nggqq.' H\H :a,;.}_%ar.l:u.vlm Wad 4
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souls. Only those who suffer this way can understand th
wearing, ceaseless misery, . ; -_

We ask all such women to read the two following lette
for proof that Mrs. Pinkham's medicine cures backach
caused by female diseases.

Brooklyn, N, Y, —‘T have heen a great sufferer with a ¢
stant pain in my back. I was advised touse Lydia E.Pinkha
Vegetable Compound for it,and the pain hasdisappenred. I fae!
lilke a new woman since that awful pain has gone; and may Go
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back. I had the best doctord and they all advised an operation.
Lydin E. Pinkham’s Vegetable Compound made me a 'wel
woman and I have no more backache, Iam ready to tell eve
one what this medicine has done for me.” —Mrs, Emma Imse
833 First 8t, Milwaukee, Wis.
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thousands of cures of such cases. You notice we say ha
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are stating facts, not guesses. : G
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For 30 years Lydia E. Pinkham’s Vegetable
Compound has been the standard remedy for
female ills., No sick woman does justice to
herself who will not try this famous medicine.
Made. exclusively from roots and herbs, and
has thousands of cures to its credit.

Mrs. Pinkham invites all sick women
to write her for advice. She  has
guided thousands to health free of charge.
W Address Mrs. Pinkham, Lynn, Mass,

my surpriss the Emperor bowed, too,
and held out his hand. I took It and
wa shoolk. 1 wish you could have felt

that hand., It was s soft as cotton
and warm and pleasant to touch.

The man who had been received he-
fora ma had meraly bowed upon his re-
ception and turned away. 1 suppose
this was proper, and started to do
Hkawise; whereupon the Emperor mo-
tloned me to stop, and the master of
ceremonies sald  that Hiz Jlajesiy
wlished to speak to me. The Emperop
then asked how long I had heen in
the country and when I was going
away. He wanted to know wheather I
had had an audience with him before,
and when T replled that T had met liim
{ourteen years ago, at the beminning
of ‘the war between Japan and: Chinn
and diplomatically  ndded that His
Majesty looked as voung Llo-day a8
he did then, he perceptibly smiled.
This encouraged ma to beg him to send
n message through me o tha Fnlted
States,

The master of ceremonies pretended
to submit this request, but whether he
digd 8o or neot I do not know, ag he
rpoka in Korean. At any rate, His
Majesty dld not answer, but In reply
said that he was glod that I had coms
to Korea, and that he hoped I would
have a pleasant tour through Man-
churia and Chine, where, he under-
stood, I was golng. This ' was a slgnal
for leaving, and I backed my ‘way
out, bowing betlmes,

As I stood befors the Emperor I hnd
& chance to study him. He Is not bad
looking, and: appears tall in contrast :
to the Japancse generals about him. ;i‘gmfg“'zhfé‘r‘u 32: other day, fn
He has n jarge head, rather hlgh over athletio §ports. here
the eyes, He wears a black moustache,|all the schoolboys

KKing of Karea, had the same sort
support when I appeared hefore s
and at that time no prince or nobi§
of high ranks walked without having
servants on. each side to help  him
along, If he: went upon liorzeback
there was a man on sach side of the
pony to hold his legs In place and ke
him from talling. These eunuchs weny
almost as gorgeously dressed as tha
crown prince. They ware hats {
gowng and big boots, and had | ge
gold-embroldered squares  on
chests and backs. The highes
them had golden huttons behind’
right ears, attached to thelr head
and they had long wings on eai
of thelr caps,. which &stood o
ears, denoting that thelr ‘ownar
always llstening  for. the comman
the King. Thare was nothin;
kind In our interview to-dey’ a
fudience, all told, was not dif
from that of the prinelpal. eaur
Europe, and the dress of the ‘officia
and ‘of His ‘Majesty was aboutl |
same, X Wi
The Bmperor and the 'Athle
It seems to me that the Emper
:nlur:h brighter to-day than when
m . ag orown prince)
offieials tell me he nppea.:?sh?o‘]b%a?\‘:r
Ing up, and that he shows more [
morea - abllity ' from”day ‘to day. T
Japanese ora  rullng. the
through his’ cablpet, but
many papers he has to sign, ant
documents which requlre
aancilon.  He has been teken outiof
the palace and has visited onn opitwo
of “the nearby towns, Ha d i
things which show
humor in his make-up,
anxlous to know: what s ‘golng

took patt.:

just large enough to enable |t to bhe|wers foot ‘races’ and other
waxed, and his halr, strange to say,| With ‘appropriate prizes,

Is cut short, His complexlon s eream| people In  ‘general came
vellow, his eyves black, his height fiva| sea, Ahout 10,000 wWere 'presen

feet seven and his welght,
about 170 pounds. When I saw him
to-day he was eclad In_ the uniform pt
a Korean general, which Is now  qut
forelgn style, and the eontrast of tha
whola audlance. with that whleh I éﬁd

I judge, canteﬁls created ‘A greit asnsalion [+
tho Emperor, hearing of them, ord .
the ' prize winners to bha hrought! to
the palace to run befors him. CAR
dld so, he ‘was: delighted ‘&na lay
and applawded. At the close of
races he prdeved his highest court fiid
clala  to come out mnd rin Ao
among themselves.  Aany of thes Smen
are -old fellows. accustomed’ to  baing.
lield up by the arms, as I havo dé
guribed. 2 3
Some had never done a . strok
worlk in thelr 1ives, and none ha
run hefore.  They tried to beg off,ia
ane “or: Lwo attempted ‘to. hide. | The
were all dragged  out, however, 'an
made to.run, owhile His' Majest )
roariously lauzhed, oy :
After leaving Hig Majesty I me
vlca-minlster of the housahold dej
ment, ‘who has ‘charge " of ' al
alacesa of Heoul, and s practically
business: manager. and adylsor of
Bmperor, ' We ‘went together throug
the ‘audlence hall, lwhich is now “he:
Ing repaired, and afterward vial
the musgum which the Japanesa’
establishad In" one of ‘the  old’pala
bulldings, and ‘thel zoologleal |
whera  His AMajesty  has . t
camel nnd the beginning of &
tich’ ‘of “the. Korean fauna, " Tha
dlenee. hall 18 several hiundred

withh himself and the formor Empeygor,
hiz' father, was striking, It
the chenges which are
Korea,

My last audience was in tha palace
in which the deposed Emperor Is now
iying, ' The man swho Introduced ma
got down on his knees and  crawled
over the floor, bumping his haad on
weo' entered the au-
dience  ¢hamber.  He continued . to
erawl untll he rveached His Majesty,
and then got up and bent half doubls,
whispering my question to tha Emn-
peror and the same. way conveving
his? anawers to me, That interpreter
wias a noble  Korean, dresseq | In
Korean dress, wlth a horsehalr hat an
Iig hioad, ! Tha master of ceresmonles
who acted ag interpreter to-day stood
straight up''and loolked the Wmperuve
in‘the eye. He wora Furopean ciothes,
and wuas g0 dressed that'he would not
linve ‘appearad out of place at al dip-

shdwa
golng on In

lomatie recoption at'the White Fotise. | old. "1t s one of the Tinest: bulldin
When I met the crown prince mt| of Korvea, but (it was going .
my last audlonce hp ware & long gown| when' the Japanese’ took | holdsd Th

of 'red &llk, with a stiff hoopllka helt
running | around his body, under the
arm plts, It was 8o larga that it
extended out slx inches from the dress| iy, 77 ; I
all araund, This belt had decovallons) ﬁ‘u:n[i‘ ::Eﬁé“;dl.rﬁgf!u}:ﬂ"r? gnﬁvﬁ‘g
of jada and preclous stoneg, and 1t.was| ter the old styla. of Woreap are
A murl of high ranl, Hla gown wis( ture, und decorate {ts many. T
high at the neak and | emhbroiderad| with' cavvings painted blue Tand

with gold medallions as blg around ag| Let widb alone: steps, ' beautifn r
n ten plate; There was one of thesa|S8rved, lead up to the!stons platforng:
on eaeh af tha shoulders and ono gach| 2hd on into the hallyand you haye

glde ntaobout the titth rib. His feat waro Hg'&ko:—:r tmlaal?l';el;w;%e‘lnn‘;t'hl:{lltlln r%‘.
shod with heavy, cloth boots, and hls|rounding a court which covers perhag

arenow vebullding it and adding man
Improvaments. Ly e P 3

Imagine &  great ‘temple | with
douhble roof of heavy tlles. vising

hoad was covered with a navy  bluela quarter of an acre, These halls
eap of horsehalr net, which was dat] being reconstructed, and they are L

T'hiz “Had noj"used for the ‘lmparial receptio

dinners, ' The court is to hava
garden, In which fountains iwilliplay.
Tha ‘interior ‘of the  audisnce . hel
whilch has a floor about ona
feet square, {8 belng lald wit

least flve Inchea hlgh,
brim, and It cama well down over his
forahead,

Insida the cap, I could aea hig top=
knot, |His Majesty Llle;n 1;fnrn hls Im]ir
long, ‘and’ put it up (n Kovean Bi¥I8 fgaping. 1t A i
on his crawn. To-day the harher keeps &l'veld,awh!icfparls:a'&:gm% ﬂ?em;r-
it out to the'length of two inches ov| feet:above tha! floar/ihelng uph
legs, and” the lhorsahale hat husidla-imany rad pliiars, ‘ench 88 big
appoared, while in place of the gown| 22 a flour: barcal, byt in one
he wenars a foreign dross, cut. from the iraa,  The

During .my Audlence (In 1884 this il?cgmuo‘ns Wore made by ¢
voung nein, who was then twenty-one, 'ﬁbﬁ; ! t%“m%‘o' A L
Sras suppofed to bo top holy tostand| e e B e
alone, and ho had o eupueh’ onleneh| pg
alde of him who held‘him up by plac-
Ing thelr hands undeo his arms while

A




